Greetings MCMLA!
And welcome to the Summer issue. Hope you haven‘t
either baked or melted this summer, as we are looking
forward to seeing you hale and healthy at the MCMLA
Conference in Kansas City this October.
Apropos of that, we have the complete conference program for you in this issue, including the great continuing
education classes on offer, a list of our sure-to-be impressive keynote speakers, and the schedule for poster, program, and paper sessions. The conference will kick off
with what is sure to be a fantastic evening at the Steamboat Arabia Museum. There are also opportunities for
prizes: just register with one of MCMLA‘s social networking groups for the conference and you could win!
Registering for a CE class before August 17 or simply
registering for the conference also gives you opportunities
for free loot. This year‘s conference looks to be really
informative and fun, and it‘s always a great place to network and meet your regional colleagues. The planning
committee has been going all out, and I know this year‘s
conference is going to be a huge hit. I hope to see you all
in KC in October.
On other fronts, we have another installment of Darell‘s
Doozies, just to test your medical librarianship
knowledge. Betsy Mueth, our fearless leader, keeps us up
to date on what‘s been happening in the Chapter over the
past quarter, and we get to introduce five[!] new MCMLA
colleagues. Please welcome them when you meet them.
The Research Committee posts another useful column on
research process, and offers help to those wishing to get
started.
MCMLA Congratulates is on hiatus this issue, but will
pick back up in November. I expect there will be a galaxy
of people to thank and congratulate after the conference.
Time is short, so if you haven‘t registered yet, please do
so. We‘d love to see you all in KC!
aks
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Notes from the President
Betsy Mueth, MCMLA President; edited by Amanda Sprochi
Happy August everyone! Hope everyone is managing to keep cool. Here in St. Louis,
we finally had some much needed rain after months of drought and 100° temperatures.
The rain cooled things down for a few hours, however, the temperatures are already
climbing again. The heat has provided me with an additional challenge as I train for
the Roots ‗n‘ Blues Half Marathon in Columbia, MO on September 22. (Yes, I am
crazy enough to try this again! It‘s what happens when you have a fitness trainer as a
daughter!) So anyone who happens to be in the Columbia area on September 22,
please feel free to come cheer us on!
On the MCMLA front:
The leadership group took a brief vacation from monthly meetings in June and July,
but we plan to pick back up in August. Things have continued to move forward for
the Annual Meeting in Kansas City. It‘s hard to believe that the meeting is two months away!
Rebecca Graves has been negotiation with the South Central Chapter, the Arizona chapter, and the Northern California
and Nevada Library group for a quad meeting in 2014. Denver will be the location for the meeting.
We have nine volunteers for the planning committee for our first-ever virtual annual meeting to be held in 2015. If you
would like to volunteer to help with this meeting, please contact me or Rebecca Graves.
Thank you to Stacey Mitchell, from the University of Kansas Medical Center, for completing our chapter audit. Stacey
reported that our books are in order and had no recommendations.
The membership committee has been working out the details for a mentor/mentee program to be offered mostly to new
members. The committee is ironing out the rest of the details and should have something to show us at the annual meeting. Hopefully pairing of mentors with mentees can begin by the first of the year.
I hope everyone has a great rest of the summer, and I look forward to seeing you in Kansas City!

Van Der Volgen Extends NLM Fellowship to 2nd Year at Eccles
By Jean Pugh Shipman; edited by Amanda Sprochi
Jessica (Jessi) Van Der Volgen has elected to spend her
2nd year National Library of Medicine (NLM) Associate
Fellowship at the University of Utah Spencer S. Eccles
Health Sciences Library. She will be with us for a year to
learn more about academic health sciences libraries and
the environments within which they operate. Jessi is one
of four 1st year Associate Fellows who opted to enroll in a
2nd year experience. For more NLM Fellowship details
see http://www.nlm.nih.gov/about/training/associate/
As a first year fellow at the NLM, Jessi completed several
special projects, including an analysis of search behaviors
in LocatorPlus, developing a taxonomy of consumer
health questions, participating in the Disaster Information
Specialist program, creating a video tutorial for CHEMM,
and researching email newsletter communication strategies for MedlinePlus.

the University of Portland, and
her Master of Library and Information Science (MLIS) degree in
2011 from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. While there, she
worked as a reference assistant at
Ebling Library for the Health Sciences and as a project assistant at
the Limnology Library. She also
completed a Library and Information Literacy Instruction practicum at UW-Madison. Prior to obtaining her master‘s degree, she taught high school biology in Beaverton, Oregon, receiving the Faculty-Memberof-the-Year award in 2008 for excellence in teaching. She
was also awarded a Partners in Science grant for genetics
research at the Oregon National Primate Research Center.

Jessi received her received her Bachelor of Science from

Welcome Jessi!

Reprinted with permission from ESynapse
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MCMLA 2012 Annual Meeting Program
Intercontinental Hotel, Country Club Plaza, Kansas City, Missouri
Tuesday, October 2nd

Time

Event

9 am to 4 pm

CE class: PubMed® for Trainers (Dykes Library, Kansas City, KS)

11 am to 6 pm

Registration open

Wednesday, October 3rd

Time

Event

7 am - 6 pm

Registration open

8 am - 12 pm

CE class: Business Communications: Library Style

8 am - 12 pm

CE class: It's Delivery Time: Maximize your Message with Effective Nonverbal Delivery

1 - 5 pm

CE class: Positioning the Professions: STM Publishing

1 - 5 pm

CE class: Statistical Literacy for Medical Librarians: Swimming in a Sea of Conflicting Medical Claims

1 - 5 pm

CE class: Power Up your Presentations!

7 - 10 pm

Opening reception at the Steamboat Arabia Museum
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Thursday, October 4th

Time

Event

8 - 9 am

RML Update

9 - 10:30 am

Keynote speaker:
The Librarian’s Nephew: The Once and Future World of Information in Medicine


10:30 - 12 pm

Program session
Librarians for the Future: Dreamers, Realists, or Just Plain Crazy




12 - 1:30 pm

Dipesh Navsaria, MD, MLS: Assistant Professor of Pediatrics, University of Wisconsin School of Medicine and Public Health

Gwen Alexander, MLS: Dean, School of Library and Information Management; Emporia State University
T. Scott Pluchak, MLS: Director, Lister Hill Library of the Health Sciences University
of Alabama at Birmingham
Mike Eisenberg, PhD: Dean Emeritus & Professor, University of Washington Information School

Lunch speaker
Lovesickness: Female Hysteria in Nineteenth Century Operas



Lynda Payne, PhD, MA, MSW: Sirridge Endowed Professor of Medical Humanities
and Bioethics and Associate Professor of History, University of Missouri - Kansas City

3 - 3:30 pm

Poster session

3:30 - 5 pm

Paper session

7 pm

Dine-arounds
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Friday, October 5th (cont’d)

Time

Event

7 a.m. to 12 pm

Registration open

7 - 8 am

Committee Meetings

8 - 9:30 am

Business Meeting

9:30 - 11 am

Program session
The Google Impact



Rachel Hack: President at Software and Information Technology Association of Kansas (SITAKS)

11 am - 12 pm

Technology Sherpas

12 - 1:30 pm

Farewell lunch and MLA Update



Jerry Perry, MLS: Director, University of Colorado - Denver Health Sciences Library
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MCMLA 2012 Annual Meeting (October 2nd to 5th):
“Like”, Register for Prizes Now!
The Health Sciences Library Network of Kansas City (HSLNKC) is happy to invite you to the MCMLA Annual Meeting at the Intercontinental Hotel from October 2-5, 2012. A special invitation is extended to MCMLA members to connect to the group and the conference using social media.
HSLNKC will be using different social media outlets to enhance your conference experience. Expect to:






See polls about shopping, dining, sightseeing around the Plaza and KC;
Engage with our speakers;
Chat with other members and respond to questions, such as: Are you a first time attendee?
How many Annual Meetings have you attended? What was the meeting you remember the most?
Ask HSLNKC questions; and
Reach out to our exhibitors.

To encourage you to connect, on August 10th, 17th, 24th, and 31st, the MCMLA 2012 Planning Committee will draw a
winner for a $10 Barnes and Noble gift card from those of you who ―like‖ us on Facebook, ―+1‖ us on Google+, and
follow us on LinkedIn and Twitter. Connect to us early and have more chances to win! (One prize per winner).
Register for the conference and win bigger prizes!
On those same dates, we will draw for a $25 Barnes and Noble gift card from the entire pool of those who have
registered for MCMLA 2012 up to that date. Register early to increase your chances! (One prize per winner).
For more information about the MCMLA Annual Meeting, go to http://www.mcmla.org/2012 meeting or contact Sue
Sykes Berry (sykesberrys@umkc.edu).

Are you getting excited about MCMLA 2012? We
will have some fantastic offerings for Continuing
Education classes, and to encourage you to get
those registrations in early, anyone who is registered for a CE class as of August 17 will be eligible for a drawing. The prize is a $25 Plaza gift
card.
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Research Round-Up: Express
Yourself
MCMLA Research Committee; edited by Amanda
Sprochi
It is never too soon to start planning your next (or perhaps
your first) research project. But how to begin? Start with
a question to be answered or a hypothesis to be tested.
Open your mind to a sense of wonder, as in, ―I wonder
why my library gets busier when the hospital census goes
down?‖ Or, ―I wonder how I can determine the point at
which the cost for a journal exceeds the benefit of owning
it?‖
Indeed, think of research as a creative process. In the
Spring 2012 issue of Hypothesis: The Journal of the Research Section of MLA, Jonathan Eldredge interviews
Philip Eaton, M.D., on Creativity in Research.
[http://research.mlanet.org/hypothesis/ Hypothesis_Spring2012.pdf]
Approach your research question with the same skills you
encourage your clients to use when turning a clinical
question into a searchable query. Once you know exactly
what you are researching, you will be able to select a research design. A literature search may help you see how
other researchers have studied similar questions, but don‘t
limit yourself to past methods.
Too often library researchers do surveys because they
know how to do surveys, but other methods may be
equally valid. Your research question determines what
kind of data you collect. You may need to set up a spreadsheet to put your data in a convenient and accessible
form, and persuade your colleagues to help keep the data
collection current. Starting with a clear question and a
clear plan to answer the question--an appropriate research
design--is crucial to arriving at usable results.
In just a few months, MCMLA will be announcing its call
for papers and posters for MCMLA 2013. The time to
start planning your research project is now. If you need
to bounce your ideas off someone, contact a member of
the Research Committee. We would be pleased to be
your sounding board.
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Darell’s Doozies
Darell Schmick, Publications Committee; edited by
Amanda Sprochi
Which one of the following is not a cross reference?
A.
B.
C.
D.

Psychedelic agents see Hallucinogens
Bufotenin see under Hallucinogens
Psychopharmacology see also related Hallucinogens
Hallucinogens X Psychedelic agents

Elsevier‘s world headquarters is located in which city?
A.
B.
C.
D.

Amsterdam
Copenhagen
London
St. Louis

Answers to questions from our previous issue:
From 1896 until his death, John Shaw Billings was director of the:
A.
B.
C.
D.

Army Medical Library
New York Academy of Medicine Library
New York Public Library
University of Pennsylvania Medical School Library

As NLM uses the term, ―technical reports‖ are:
A. Any research reports issued separately
B. Any soft-cover government publications of a scientific or technical nature
C. Reports of research done within any government
agency
D. Reports of research done under contract with a
government agency*
(n.b.: at the time of this quiz, taken from Medical Librarian Examination Review Book by Jane Fulcher, 1972, this
was the correct response. According to the most recent
MeSH, a technical report is ―Work consisting of a formal
report giving details of the investigation and results of a
medical or other scientific problem. When issued by a
government agency or comparable official body, its contents may be classified, unclassified, or declassified with
regard to security clearance. This publication type may
also cover a scientific paper or article that records the current state or current position of scientific research and development. If so labeled by the editor or publisher, this
publication type may be properly used for journal articles.‖)
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New Member Spotlight: Welcome to MCMLA!
Ben Harnke

Margaret Hoogland

By Melissa DeSantis, MCMLA Chapter Council Representative; edited by Darell Schmick

By Susan Sykes Berry, Chair, MCMLA Membership
Committee; edited by Kristin Sen

Ben Harnke joined the Health
Sciences Library at the University of Colorado Anschutz Medical campus on June 1, 2012.
Ben is an Education & Reference librarian and this is his first
professional position as a librarian. In his position, Ben will be
teaching classes, holding consultations with library users,
performing reference services
and completing literature
searches.
Ben is from Aurora, Colorado. He actually went to a preschool located at the Fitzsimons Army Medical Center,
which is now the University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus where Ben works. Before becoming a librarian Ben worked as a middle school teacher. The subjects
he taught were social studies and biology. Something
interesting about Ben - while working as a teacher, he
taught for a year in Syria!
As a teacher, Ben enjoyed working with students and creating authentic learning experiences like research in the
library. This led him to consider working as a librarian.
He attended library school at the University of Denver
and even attended a PubMed training session offered at
the Health Sciences Library. He eventually volunteered
at the Health Sciences Library, which he enjoyed. So
when an entry-level position opened up in the Education
& Reference department, Ben applied.
In his free time, Ben enjoys spending time with his wife,
five year old daughter, large cat and betta fish. He also
enjoys rock climbing and has taken a number of mountaineering classes. The ropes he uses in rock climbing
don‘t help him climb, but they do make the climbing safe.
Ben joined MCMLA to increase his networking opportunities. He is looking forward to getting to know other
health sciences librarians, attend conferences, and participate in professional development activities. He is hoping
that MCMLA will help him understand the larger library
community.

Margaret is the Distance Support Librarian at A.T. Still
University, giving her the opportunity to work with new
technology and to start two brand new programs, which
are currently in place on the Arizona Campus. Currently,
most of her time is spent working with distance faculty
and students. Margaret is developing tutorials and focusing on getting students to use library resources with the
eventual goal of integrating library resources with the
coursework. She really enjoys working with the students
and faculty and exploring new technologies.
She has an undergraduate degree is in History with a minor in German from Washington University and a Master‘s at the University of Maryland. Her previous work
experience includes a variety of different settings
(association, academic, pharmaceutical, hospital, consulting) and involved a bunch of cataloging and Inter Library Loan.
She notes that ―I have the greatest
respect for catalogers and my
knowledge of MESH is better for
having done it. Now, however, I
prefer to do research and instruct
others on how to search and use
MESH.‖
Margaret remembers her parents
instilling a love of learning and
encouraging her to have an active
curiosity, which persists to this day.
Margaret enjoys learning about new and different cultures
and other activities such as crafting, cooking, reading, and
exercising are some ways she spends her free time. Right
now, she is trying to become a more proficient tennis
player.
Margaret treasures getting to know and meet new people
and feels that each time, she learns something new. She
is confident MCMLA will help her do this and hopes to
meet many of you at the October meeting!
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New Member Spotlight (cont’d)
Shawn Steidinger
By Tracy Hughes, MCMLA Membership Committee;
edited by Darell Schmick
Where do you hail from? I am originally from Ohio, but
after college, moved to New York City, Wallingford, CT,
Heidelberg, Germany, Bedford, MA, and finally North
Salt Lake, UT. Can you tell that I am a proud Army wife?
What brought you to your current job? Although I
live in Utah, I am still on the payroll of Massachusetts
General Hospital‘s Treadwell Library. I began there as a
Systems Librarian, but when my husband learned he
would be transferring to a slot in Salt Lake City, my forward-thinking, flexible and creative boss suggested that I
stay on board by working via VPN and maintain the library‘s automation system until my replacement could
start. Even after they hired the brilliant Dan McCloskey,
I stayed on to help with special projects such as the planning and executing of the migration from III to SydneyPlus.
What do you like most about it so far? I love telecommuting because I can work around my family‘s schedule
and still contribute to the success of the Treadwell Library.
What’s a fun/unique/interesting tidbit for your fellow
MCMLA’ers to know about you? I can shoot a lacrosse
ball into a goal at 54 miles per hour! (and that‘s not really
that good…my 13-yr. old son is much faster!)
What do you do to relax? How do you use your free
time? I love to ski! I didn‘t know how to ski powder
when we first arrived, but have since become very comfortable in any kind of snow! Is it winter yet?
What is your educational background and what
schools did you attend? I received a B.A. in Art History
from the University of Cincinnati in 1988, and in 1993, I
received my MLS from Indiana University in Bloomington, IN.
Tell us about your previous work experience My first
job after grad school was in a public library in Ohio. It
was a little bit of everything - cataloging, reference, PC
network maintenance, automation system conversion,

systems technician – my first supervisory position! My
husband was then transferred to an office in Wallingford,
CT, and I managed to grab a slot at Yale University in the
Library Systems Office just as they were moving from the
old NOTIS system to Endeavor Voyager. I was in charge
of the Circulation Implementation group – 17 different
libraries with varying rules, policies and environments!
We once calculated that the circulation matrix table that I
managed contained 24 columns of data in 11,389 records!
I left Yale after the birth of my 2nd son, and then the Army
transferred us to Germany, where we spent two and half
years wonderful but trying years.
Is there any information you would like to share about
your family? I mentioned the word ―trying‖ in connection with our time in Germany. That is because soon after
we got settled there, my husband was diagnosed with
Stage IIIc melanoma. Our time was then spent shuttling
back and forth between Walter Reed Hospital, NIH‘s NCI
in Bethesda, and our temporary home in Heidelberg. His
cancer spread while enduring one treatment, so we tried a
new protocol at the National Cancer Institute. This treatment kicked cancer‘s caboose, but nearly kicked my husband‘s caboose as well. I‘m very happy to report that it
has been over 5 years since his first clean scans. He is
happy to share details with anyone who asks, and is an
ardent Livestrong supporter. Being a caregiver to my
husband was what sparked my interest in health sciences
librarianship, and when I started at the Treadwell Library,
I was already quite familiar with PubMed, Medline Plus
and clinical trials research.
What do you hope to gain from being a member of
MCMLA? Because I work from home, I don‘t get the
opportunity to interact with colleagues in the library
world, and I look forward to getting my fix as a new
member of MCMLA! In fact, I am currently working with
the MCMCLA 2013 Planning Committee in preparation
for the annual meeting to be held here in Salt Lake City! I
look forward to meeting members from all over the midcontinental region, and who knows? Maybe I can find an
employer closer to my new home here in Utah! (Don‘t
worry – my current boss will understand!)
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New Member Spotlight (cont’d)
Bryan Stack

What is your educational background and what
schools did you attend?

By Pat Hamilton, MCMLA Membership Committee;
edited by Darell Schmick

My BA is in Liberal Studies from Regents College of the
University of the State of New York (now called Excelsior College); it is a non-resident degree based on credit
from Casper College (in Casper, Wyoming); Brigham
Young University; and the Defense Language Institute,
where I studied Russian.

Where do you hail from?
I grew up in Fremont, Nebraska, not far from Omaha.
After living around the world in exotic foreign countries
like Denmark, Japan, Germany, Texas and Wyoming, I
found myself back behind the Cornhusker Curtain.
What brought you to your current job?
I was working in this library [Health Sciences Library,
Creighton University] as a reference librarian when this
position [Collection Services Librarian] opened.
What do you like most about it so far?
Wrestling with the transitions from paper to digital and
from desktop to mobile can be confusing and frustrating,
but it is never dull.
What’s a fun/unique/interesting tidbit for your fellow
MCMLA’ers to know about you?
My ancestor Robert Stack immigrated from Ireland to
Maryland in the 1650s. In 1661 he was indicted for disrupting church services; he pleaded not guilty and was
released on bail. The court record doesn‘t report the subsequent trial, but he was apparently fined 10 shillings,
which he may not have paid. Later he went to debtor‘s
prison, escaped when he was mistakenly released by the
sheriff, and was eventually absolved by his creditors.
That‘s our boy.
What do you do to relax? How do you use your free
time?
Lately I have been going on 10-15 mile bike rides in the
evening, and going to the Beercade, where there are arcade games from the 1970s and 1980s, to play Galaga and
Pac-Man. Then there is the never-ending remodeling of
the basement.

My professional degree is an MA in Library and Information Science from the University of Missouri—
Columbia.
Tell me about your previous work experience?
My professional positions include Reference Librarian at
Natrona County Public Library in Casper, Wyoming;
Government Documents Librarian and Cataloger at the
University of Nebraska at Omaha; Reference Librarian in
the Health Sciences Library at Creighton University; and
Collection Services Librarian in the same library.
What are you doing in your current position?
As Collection Services Librarian, I administer serials subscriptions and collaborate with the Acquisitions Coordinator on e-books; troubleshoot non-working links to eresources; administer licenses for e-resources; and try to
analyze the content and usage of library materials to support collection development decisions.
Is there any information you would like to share about
your family?
We are a large, diverse group—my parents (ages 75 and
80 this year) and seven children living from DC to Boise.
Perhaps the only thing we all agree about is our family
name.
What do you hope to gain from being a member of
MCMLA?
I was a member of MCMLA in the 1990s, but my membership lapsed. I am returning to the congregation.
For some time I have been narrowly focused on serialsrelated issues. I want to expand my attention more to the
content of medical information resources.

Volume 30, Issue 1

Page 11

New Member Spotlight (cont’d)
Gwen Wilson

I love to watch TV shows like Criminal Minds and CSI. I
also read a lot.

By Pat Hamilton, MCMLA Membership Committee;
edited by Kristin Sen

What is your educational background and what
schools did you attend?

Where do you hail from?

My undergraduate is from Emporia State University
where I majored in Information Resource Studies with a
minor in History. ESU is also where I received my Masters in Library Science.

I grew up in southwest Missouri.
What brought you to your current job?
While I was finishing my M.L.S., the Health Sciences
Librarian position became
available at Washburn University and I found that the position
was what I was looking for
when I completed my degree.
What do you like most about
it so far?
Working with the students and
faculty. I am the liaison librarian for the School of Nursing,
Allied Health, and Kinesiology,
so the research is always interesting.
What’s a fun/unique/interesting tidbit for your fellow
MCMLA’ers to know about you?
I grew up on a dairy farm.
What do you do to relax? How do you use your free
time?

Tell me about your previous work experience?
While in grad school, I worked as a Graduate Teaching
Assistant/ Librarian at the Newman Division of Nursing
Library at Emporia State University. Through this position, I gained experience in several aspects of small specialized library.
What are you doing in your current position?
In my current position, I am the librarian liaison for the
School of Nursing, Allied Health, and Kinesiology. In
this role, some of the things I do are library instruction,
collection development, and research consulting. I also
work reference and teach in one of Washburn‘s First Year
Experience courses.
What do you hope to gain from being a member of
MCMLA?
As a relatively new librarian, I hope as a member of
MCMLA to network with other librarians, keep up with
current issues or trends in the medical library field, and
grow as an information professional.
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Joining the Academy of Health Information Professionals (AHIP) has never been
easier. A new system has been launched allowing you to download fill-in AHIP
forms, upload or email the completed portfolio, and pay online.
For an introduction to how the online forms work click on http://www.mlanet.org/academy/
whatsnew-online-submissions.html

Other changes have also been approved.
New Job Requirements: Because of the economic recession, some medical librarians are no
longer full-time medical librarians, have left the field, or have become a different type of librarian.
MLA realizes there are librarians who want to move into, remain in, and come back to the health
sciences librarian field and want AHIP membership. To help members succeed with AHIP, the
MLA Board of Directors has approved changes to the job requirements for AHIP starting May 1,
2012. To read about these changes click on http://www.mlanet.org/academy/whatsnew-jobrequirements.html
Provisional Membership: Starting January 1, 2014, all provisional membership applications
(both new and renewing) will be required to include 5 points of professional individual accomplishments per year. This new requirement will allow members the opportunity to become more involved with MLA; MLA Sections, SIGs, and Chapters; and local medical library groups. Professional individual accomplishments then can be used towards the application for membership when
the provisional member moves on to the member or senior level of AHIP.
Currently there are roughly 1100 AHIP members who participate in the academy at 5 levels of
membership. Why don’t you join us?

Visit http://www.mlanet.org/academy/ for more information.

